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BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION ACT — DINGO — STATUS 
“LANDFILL WASTE CLASSIFICATION AND WASTE DEFINITIONS 1996” 

Statement 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [5.35 pm]: Mr Deputy President, 
I also echo your comments and the comments of Hon Pierre Yang and wish Hon Robin Scott a very happy birthday 
today. Many happy returns! 

This evening, I would like to bring to the house’s attention some misinformation that has been circulated about 
dingo management under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016. It has been reported in the media and it has 
been perpetuated by certain organisations that under the legislation, people can kill dingoes anywhere and by 
any means. I would like to bring some commonsense to this matter by assuring the house that this is absolutely 
not the case. Claims that prohibited methods can be used to kill dingoes are false. Explosives and snares are not 
acceptable methods for taking wild dogs or dingoes; indeed, the Animal Welfare Act 2002 ensures that no 
animal can be taken inhumanely. Under this act, animal cruelty carries a maximum penalty of $50 000 and 
five years’ imprisonment. 

The state government recognises that the dingo is an iconic species that has heritage and cultural significance and is 
an important part of Aboriginal and broader Australian culture. However, dingoes are physically indistinguishable 
from wild dogs and are listed as declared pests under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007. For 
many years, wild dogs, including dingoes, feral dogs and hybrids, have been controlled by land managers in 
livestock grazing areas, and the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions continues to manage 
dingoes for their cultural and ecological significance on land it manages, such as national parks and nature reserves, 
providing protection for the species in many parts of Western Australia. 

There has been a lot of consultation on the Biodiversity Conservation Regulations and we have been listening to 
the community about dingo management. In fact, I made a decision to retain the status of the dingo as fauna in the 
act because of community feedback. It is important to understand that there has been no change to the status of 
dingoes under the act when compared with the way that dingoes were managed under the Wildlife Conservation 
Act 1950. But the current act provides exemptions for activities that would ordinarily be controlled under the 
legislation. Simply put, it enables dingoes to be taken without a licence in Western Australia. Regardless of this 
exemption, let me make it absolutely clear that cruelty to animals, including dingoes, is illegal and will not be 
tolerated. 

Further, I bring to the house’s attention that last night Hon Dr Steve Thomas, who is away from the chamber 
on urgent parliamentary business, raised an issue about the review of the thresholds for uncontaminated fill in 
table 6 of the “Landfill Waste Classification and Waste Definitions 1996”, as amended in 2018. As part of 
previous discussions on the disallowance motion moved by Hon Dr Steve Thomas, I committed to a review of 
those thresholds by April this year. I have done exactly what I said I was going to do. I have convened a group 
of experts to look into this and to resolve something that is, quite frankly, very complex. The breadth of the 
stakeholder consultation on the issue has been extremely high. The challenges in defining broadly applicable 
standards from a limited set of data are acknowledged, and I accept that there may be a diversity of expert 
opinion on the outcome of this process. Nonetheless, I am very pleased to support Hon Dr Steve Thomas’s 
recommendation to convene a further stakeholder round table of the experts so that we can take into consideration 
the independent experts’ report prior to the department making formal recommendations based on the information 
that will be in that report. I give that undertaking to the house and I will advise Hon Dr Steve Thomas of that the 
next time I see him. 
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